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	12th EUROPEAN TOURISM FORUM
Tourism – a Force for Economic Growth, Social Change and Welfare
17-18 October 2013 
The Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, Vilnius
DRAFT PROGRAMME

	
17th October

	08:15-08:45
	
	REGISTRATION OF THE PARTICIPANTS (for the Informal Ministerial Meeting)


	09:00-11:30
	
	INFORMAL MINISTERIAL MEETING (Ministers and State Secretaries)


	09:00-11:00
	
	WALKING TOUR AROUND VILNIUS OLD TOWN (participants who do not attend the Ministerial Meeting)


	11:00-12:00
	
	REGISTRATION OF THE PARTICIPANTS (participants of the ETF)


	11:30-12:00
	
	PRESS CONFERENCE (invited persons)


	11:30-12.40
	
	LUNCH


	12:45-15:00
	
	OPENING SESSION (Welcome remarks and introductory speeches)


	12:45-12:50
	
	INTRODUCTION


	12:50-13:00
	
	Mr. Evaldas Gustas, Minister of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania

	13:00-13:15
	
	Mr. Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European Commission (EC), Commissioner responsible for Industry, Entrepreneurship and Tourism  

	[bookmark: _GoBack]13:15-13:30
	
	Mr. Carlo Fidanza,  MEP, European Parliament (EP), Committee on Transport and Tourism

	13:30-13:45
	
	Mr. Taleb Rifai, Secretary General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)

	13:45-14:00
	
	Mr. Jan Lundin, Director General of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)

	14:00-14:15
	
	Representatives of previous and forthcoming EU presidencies (Ireland and Greece)
Mr. Ray O’ Leary, Principal Officer, Tourism Marketing & Impact Assessment Unit, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, New Road, Killarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland
Greece (Tbc.)

	14:15-14:30


14:30-14:55


	
	Mr. Artūras Zuokas, Mayor of Vilnius


SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE UNWTO GLOBAL CODE OF ETHICS FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR


	14:55-15:00


	
	SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE PROTOCOL ON AMENDMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT AMONG GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA ON CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF TOURISM


	15:00-15:20
	
	COFFEE-BREAK


	15:20-17:00
	
	SESSION I. DIVERSITY OF THE EUROPEAN TOURISM PRODUCTS: FROM COMPETITION TO CO-OPERATION


	15:20-15:40
	
	Exploiting the potential of EU tourism diversity from the North to the South. Consumer trends which will shape the tourist’s choice
Mr. Boris Zgomba, President of the European Travel Agents’ and Tour operators’ Associations (ECTAA)

	15:40-16:00
	
	Meetings industry in the EU – the role played by destinations
Professor Magda Antonioli, Bocconi University, Italy

	16:00-16:20
	
	Rural tourism in the EU – Innovative concepts and thematic products (active tourism, nature, gastronomy, etc.)
Mr. Andy Woodward, President of EuroGites, UK

	16:20-16:40
	
	Health Tourism in the EU - The evidence based treatment options in EU cross-border healthcare
Mr. Laszlo Puczko, The Tourism Observatory for Health, Wellness and Spa, Hungary 

	16:40-17:00
	
	Open discussion


	19:00-22:00
	
	DINNER IN VILNIUS CITY HALL



18th October

	9:30-11:10

	
	SESSION II. THE FUTURE OF THE EU TOURISM SECTOR: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES


	9:30-9:50
	
	Trends and perspectives for the EU tourism 
Mr. Rohit Talwar, CEO Fast Future, UK

	9:50-10:10
	
	Experiences, needs and motivations of tomorrow’s tourists
Professor John Lennon, Moffat Centre, UK

	10:10-10:30
	
	Safe Host – supporting European social partners to combat sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism
Mrs. Kerstin Howald, ETLC coordinator, EFFAT Tourism Sector Secretary

	10:30-10:50
	
	Environmental trends – Will tourism respond to environmental and energy pressures?
Professor C. Michael Hall, PhD, Visiting professor at Linnaeus University School of Business and Economics, Sweden

	10:50-11:10
	
	Open discussion


	11:10-11:40
	
	COFFEE-BREAK


	11:40-13:40
	
	CONTINUATION OF SESSION II. THE FUTURE OF THE EU TOURISM SECTOR: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES


	11:40-12:00

	
	European tourism in the world yesterday-today-tomorrow
Ms. Isabel Garaña, Regional Director for Europe, UNWTO

	12:00-12:20

	
	Tourism taxation: benefit for countries economy or boundaries for tourists and business 
Mr. Alain Dupeyras, OECD, Head of the Tourism Unit, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local Development (CFE)

	12:20-12:40  

	
	Regional and urban policy and financial support for tourism for the period 2014-2020 
Mr. Jean-Marc Venineaux, Policy Officer, Unit "Competence Centre Macro-regions and European Territorial Co-operation - Transnational and Interregional Co-operation" Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission (EC)

	12:40-13:00
	
	The contribution of tourism to economic development in the Baltic Sea Region under the Europe 2020 Strategy for Growth and Jobs 
Mrs. Andrea Herrmannsen, Director of the Department of Europe and International Affairs of the State Chancellery Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany

	13:00-13:20
	
	Open discussion


	13:20-13:40
	
	CLOSING REMARKS (by a conference rapporteur)


	13:40-15:00
	
	LUNCH


	15:00
	
	Departure for Trakai and tour around Trakai


	19:00
	
	DINNER IN VILNIUS
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