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Implementation of the European Hairdressing Certificates (EHC)
The meeting was chaired by Poul Monggaard (UNI Europa), who welcomed the participants. He gave an overview of the questionnaires that were answered by the pilot countries, noting that Austria and Denmark fulfill the requirements, Norway fulfils level B, Switzerland doesn't fulfil all requirements, and the information from France and Germany didn't allow for a definite determination.
Mr Vos (Coiffure EU) noted that this information concerned only the pilot countries. He assured that the Netherlands would send the documentation soon and suggested that there should be a formal moment when all the national social partners are asked to respond.
The Chair emphasized that the 21 June plenary meeting would be the appropriate occasion for this. He pointed out that the methodology was agreed at the meeting in Amsterdam.

Mr Vos highlighted the fact that Mr Hofmann of Coiffure EU did not attend that meeting. He underlined that the requirements were fixed in the EUC Hair project and that they are now officially the criteria of the EHC. Mr Vos proceeded to reiterate the Amsterdam agreement, where there was consensus that there will be one secretariat for level B and C, located in Denmark, and that this office will receive the applications from the national social partners. Questions remained over the process that will follow.

Mr Wild (Coiffure EU) asked whether the certification by the national social partners that they fulfil the requirements wouldn't be enough.

Mr Hofmann (Coiffure EU) argued for elements of control and supervision to be built into the process.

After some discussion the participants agreed that Coiffure EU and UNI Europa would check the applications. This means that this task would be fulfilled by the respective presidents, Mr Hofmann and Mr Monggaard. Next, the national social partners will get access to the logo and certificates through a secured website. A license agreement will be concluded with the national social partners, who can then affix the EHC logo to their national certificates. The national social partners will have the obligation to report yearly to the secretariat on the number and type of EHCs issued. The database of names of certificate holders will be maintained on the national level, so that in case of questions about the validity of a particular EHC, the secretariat in Denmark would contact the national social partners for verification.

To manage this process a foundation will be created in Denmark without the requirement for financial investments. 2 representatives of Coiffure EU and 2 representatives of UNI Europa will manage the foundation and the secretariat.

The cost of developing a logo, estimated at € 2000, will be shared between Coiffure EU and UNI Europa. This work will be carried out in the Netherlands. The certificate will be designed based on a draft by Mr Hofmann (Coiffure EU). In accordance with the agreement, the training systems will be reviewed and updated every 4 years. 
Only national affiliates of the European social partner organisations Coiffure EU and UNI Europa can apply to use the EHC, subject to the absence of concerns related to the internal market and competition. The European Commission will look into this matter. For Coiffure EU, it is current practice that there can be only one affiliate per Member State, although this is not an EU requirement.
The Chair inquired about the use that can be made of level C. Mr Hofmann (Coiffure EU) replied that in Austria, this level provides the authorisation to open a salon. The Chair suggested discussing in more details the contents and authorisations that could be linked to level C in the future, for example regarding the handling of cosmetics products. Mr Vos (Coiffure EU) recommended presenting the contents of levels B and C at the June plenary meeting and having them formally adopted.

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.
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